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DETROIT (WJBK) -- Proposal M passed with flying colors with more than 60 percent of Detroit voters in favor. Once election results are certified, individuals 21 and older can legally possess and ounce or less of marijuana on private property.

"It means that people are going to be able to smoke grass and run the risk of getting arrested by the federal government," said Fox 2 political correspondent Tim Skubick.

The feds tend to look down on smoking pot, but it's a battle they're losing.

"The whole intent behind this proposal was to get the police fighting real crime, as the proponents say, but there will still be an element in the community that doesn't like this. They think that this is going down the wrong road, but it's on the books and Detroit is not alone. This also happened in Grand Rapids. It also happened in Flint, Kalamazoo and Ypsilanti to a different degree," Skubick explained.

Tuesday night, voters in Colorado and Washington state passed referendums legalizing recreational marijuana. Could Michigan be next?

Tim Beck put Prop M on the ballot. He says the proposal is not the beginning of a marijuana takeover.

"This law is not going to encourage anybody to smoke marijuana that isn't doing it already," he told us.

There are still many questions, such as how do you get the marijuana? You can't buy it. You're not allowed to grow it, and if you do get it from somewhere, legally you still can't transport it. Our expert answered that question with people will buy marijuana the same way as always.

"It's a conundrum. It really is because the federal government says, hey, guys, what you're doing is against the law. Yet the people spoke and there are such things as state's rights," Skubick said.

Marijuana charges have been lucrative for the city. In 2009, Detroit collected fines from more than 1,500 marijuana cases, but for now, those days are over.

"I don't think you're going to see the cops in Detroit going after these people. The people have spoken by a wide margin. This was not even a close vote," said Skubick.

My request for a comment from the mayor's office went unanswered. Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy also declined to comment saying only that the voters have spoken.


Marijuana Law in Colorado and Washington
- Votes making Colorado and Washington the first U.S. states to legalize marijuana for recreational use could be short-lived victories for pot backers because the federal government will fight them, two former U.S. drug control officials said on Wednesday.
They said the federal government could sue to block parts of the measures or send threatening letters to marijuana shops, followed up by street-level clampdowns similar to those targeting medical marijuana dispensaries the government suspects are fronts for drug traffickers.  "This is a symbolic victory for (legalization) advocates, but it will be short-lived," Kevin Sabet, a former adviser to the Obama administration's drug czar, told reporters.
"They are facing an uphill battle with implementing this, in the face of ... presidential opposition and in the face of federal enforcement opposition," Sabet said.    Colorado and Washington state legalized the possession and sale of marijuana for adult recreational use on Tuesday through ballot measures in defiance of federal law, while a similar initiative was defeated at the polls in Oregon.
The initiatives appeared to reflect growing national support for liberalized marijuana laws, as indicated by a Gallup poll last year that found 50 percent of Americans favored making it legal, versus 46 percent opposed.   The U.S. Department of Justice, which considers marijuana an illegal drug liable to being abused, said enforcement of the federal Controlled Substances Act "remains unchanged."
"We are reviewing the ballot initiatives and have no additional comment at this time," a government statement said.  Sabet said he expected the Obama administration would at some point file a federal lawsuit to challenge and seek to block aspects of state-level legalization measures and that this "is going to be caught up in the courts for quite a while."
But federal action was not expected to snuff out state-sanctioned marijuana in those states - especially the ability of individuals to possess an ounce or less of the drug without risk of arrest by local police.  Sabet, who opposes legalization, acknowledged that states were free to eliminate their own penalties for possession. But he said U.S. Attorneys could send letters to Colorado and Washington governors warning them not to implement provisions to regulate and tax marijuana at special stores.
Or the federal government could wait until such a system is created and sue to block it, he said.  Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, had said he personally opposed his state's legalization measure. But he has since said he plans to respect the will of voters.
In Washington state, Democratic gubernatorial candidate Jay Inslee, who was leading in the vote count in a tight race, has spoken out against his state's initiative but is committed to implementing it, campaign spokeswoman Jaime Smith said.   If the Obama administration reacts too harshly, it could suffer politically with younger, more left-leaning voters who chose legalization and typically lean Democratic. But President Barack Obama also faces pressure from anti-drug groups to protect young people from harm they say would result if states set up a regulated and taxed marijuana trade.
Robert DuPont, who served as drug czar for former Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford and opposes legalization, said he welcomed a confrontation.
"I think it's time to resolve it," he said.
Ian Millhiser, senior constitutional policy analyst with the left-leaning Center for American Progress, said the federal government, even if it sues to challenge the Colorado and Washington initiatives, cannot force police in those states to arrest people for marijuana infractions.
"If I were Barack Obama, I would look at this and say I would rather have young voters with me," Millhiser said.

