Schizophrenia:  Complete Break with reality/Live in their own world/Don’t recognize the reality everyone around them sees.

Positive Symptoms:  symptoms that add to normal behavior 
Examples…..

1. Delusions:  beliefs that are not based in reality…..

Delusions of Grandeur:  belief they are special, unique, somehow greater than normal people.

Delusions of Persecution:  Belief that people are out to get them.  Usually some sort of authority figure, government or secret organization.

2. Hallucinations:  Sensory perceptions that have no basis in reality (seeing things, hearing voices)
3. Disturbance of movement:  tics, jerky motions, hitting oneself, rocking back and forth, etc

4. Disturbance of speech:  word salad, clang associations, neologisms
Negative Symptoms:  symptoms that subtract from normal interaction
1. Movement:  

catatonic state: not moving for extended period of time

waxy flexibility:  limbs are like a mannequin.  Can be positioned and will stay in that state for hours

2.  No Affect:  No reaction to your surroundings.  Emotionless, Monotone

Psychotic Episodes:  Periods of time when psychotic behaviors can alternate with relatively normal behavior

Causes:

Dopamine:  excess of DOPAMINE  means nerve cells fires too fast leads to thought and speech confusion.

Environment:  Stress and anxiety can bring on psychotic episodes.  Brain damage from the environment. 

(toxoplasmosis) 

Heredity:  If you have it in your family, more likely to be schizophrenic yourself
Catatonic Schizophrenia:  Schizophrenia characterized by disturbance of movement (or lack of movement)

Paranoid Schizophrenia:  Characterized by suspiciousness and feelings of persecution because you believe you are somehow special, different than everyone else. 

Delusions of grandeur

Undifferentiated Schizophrenia:  Nothing particular that makes it stand out.  Just not connected with reality.

Characteristics of:  Hallucinations, strange, unexplainable behavior, word salad

